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tinued to admire Yiian and later backed him in his conflict with
Sun Yat-sen. But this western enthusiasm for Yiian as a reformer
was not shared by the Chinese reformers like Kang.
So the reforms proposed and, in part, carried out by the Manchus
did nothing to deflect Sun from his conviction that the Manchu
dynasty must go, and failed even to impress the monarchist re-
formers. Sun's programme for China was fast crystallising on the
lines of The Three Principles and he was thinking not only of a
democratic republic but of far-reaching social reforms, beside which
the proposed reforms of the "dummy document'* of 1908 were
tinkerly.
The young emperor responsible for The Hundred Days of Reform
was still the prisoner of The Old Buddha but on November 14,
1908, he was released by death. The Old Buddha appointed his
three-year-old nephew as successor, apparently in the hope that she
would enjoy another long run as regent. But fate, possibly assisted
by the court eunuchs, upset this plan, for the day after the emperor's
death The Old Buddha died. It was fitting this energetic, shrewd
but ignorant harridan should end her colourful career suddenly and
with a touch of mystery, for she typified the half-civilised Manchu
people in their dealings with cultured China.
After The Old Buddha's death the coming collapse of the dynasty
was apparent even to those who formerly* mocked Sun for even
dreaming of it* Wang Ching-wei's attempt to blow up the Prince
Regent having failed, this reactionary prince set aside such proposals
for reform as 'did arise from the Nine-Years Programme. He
temporised, agreeing to a proposal for a,pariiament with legislative
power to be established in 1913, but even the National Assembly
appointed by the Manchus doubted his sincerity.
It has been said that the Manchu dynasty "came in with, the roar
of a tiger, to disappear like the tail of a snake". At their inglorious
end they were served by the able Chinese administrator, Yuan Shih-
kai. Yuan was liked aad admired by some westerners, but this
enthusiasm was not altogether shared by the Chinese^ who regarded
him as clever and astute but untrustworthy.
When it became obvious to Yiian that his masters, the Manchus,
were reaching the snake stage he secretly approached Sun Yat-setu
It was dear Sun's revolutionary campaign was making such headway
that Yuan felt he had better look to his own fortunes and come to
terms with this man who had such a following amongst the common
people. About the ead of the year 1910, or vary eariy in 1911, YUaa